
Presence ≠ Exposure

Exposure ≠ Risk

W   RK SMART
HOW ARE SUBSTANCES OF INTEREST (SOIs) 

AFFECTING THE DISPOSABLE  
HYGIENE INDUSTRY 

It is possible for a substance to be present 
without the user being exposed to it. 
Similarly, there may be exposure, but at a 
level that is deemed safe by medical and/or 
governmental agencies.

When discussions about SOIs are more 
informed and constructive, consumers  
will have a better understanding of  
these principles.

As a result of consumer concern, governing 
bodies around the world are also looking  
to establish directives, standards, and 
regulations. This is all part of a larger effort 
to reassure product safety. These guidelines 
may include requirements related to materials 
and processes throughout the supply chain. 
Satisfying these regulations, as well as 
addressing public concern regarding SOIs, 
accurate testing, standardised data, and 
open communication among industry 
partners can help demonstrate product 
safety. All of these factors work together  
to support efforts to regain and retain 
customer confidence.

SOIs have become a growing topic of interest 
in recent years, as consumers want a better 
understanding of what is in the products they 
buy. To help ensure interested stakeholders 
have access to accurate information, the 
disposable hygiene industry is taking steps 
to become more knowledgeable about a 
variety of SOIs to help facilitate and 
support effective conversations. 

EDANA, the international association for the 
nonwovens and related industries, established 
a task force on SOIs, of which Bostik is a 
member, to assist the disposable hygiene 
industry in addressing inquiries. Goals of this 
task force include:

	Providing a uniform response to 
consumers, non-governmental 
organisations, and media investigators

	Demonstrating the industry’s dedication  
to creating safe products

	Developing a comprehensive list of SOIs
	Using information available about 
maximum admissible levels in various 
regulations to demonstrate safety

	Addressing how to measure concentration 
of the substances in finished products

While media reports and news headlines may 
imply that any presence of SOIs poses a risk, 
the principles of risk assessment show:

› REQUEST MORE INFO

I want to learn more about SOIs 
and their impact on the disposable 
hygiene industry.

https://www.bostik.com/disposable-hygiene-adhesives/
https://www.bostik.com/disposable-hygiene-adhesives/trends-overview/sustainability/substances-disposable-hygiene/soi-timeline/
https://www.bostik.com/disposable-hygiene-adhesives/trends-overview/sustainability/substances-disposable-hygiene/presence-exposure-risk/
https://page.arkema.com/SOI-Meeting-Request.html



